Illinois Wesleyan University

Digital Commons @ IWU
News and Events

University Communications

2010

Alumna Publishes New Book on Gospel Music in
South
Rachel Hatch
Illinois Wesleyan University

Recommended Citation
Hatch, Rachel, "Alumna Publishes New Book on Gospel Music in South" (2010). News and Events. Paper 1535.
http://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/news/1535

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by The Ames Library, the Andrew W. Mellon Center for Curricular and Faculty
Development, the Office of the Provost and the Office of the President. It has been accepted for inclusion in Digital Commons @ IWU by
the faculty at Illinois Wesleyan University. For more information, please contact digitalcommons@iwu.edu.
©Copyright is owned by the author of this document.

Alumna Publishes New Book on Gospel Music in South
November 4, 2010
BLOOMINGTON, Ill. – Illinois Wesleyan University graduate Jerrilyn McGregory has published a new book that explores
sacred music and spiritual activism in the South.
McGregory’s book, Downhome Gospel: African American Spiritual Activism in Wiregrass Country (University Press of
Mississippi, 2010), looks at music outside church-related activities in a little-known region of Georgia, Alabama and North
Florida. This is the second book McGregory has dedicated to the area, known as ‘Wiregrass Country.’ Her work
Wiregrass Country (University Press of Mississippi) was published in 1997.
According to the publisher, Downhome Gospel is a study of gospel’s influence on social awareness in a region of the
South that lacked a plantation economy. It is an ethnographic study focusing on contemporary cultural performances,
almost all by women, promoting a womanist theology to ensure the survival of their communities and personal networks.
McGregory, an associate professor of English at Florida State University, received her degree in English in 1971 from
Illinois Wesleyan, where she was honored as a member of Phi Kappa Phi national honors society.
Contact: Rachel Hatch, (309) 556-3960

Gospel Hotspot Radio is your top choice for discovering new Music hits from some great Independent and National artist rather it be
Country, Contemporary, Jazz, Blues and so much more in todayâ€™s music. We have some of the greatest Live DJ â€˜s on air that is
playing your genre of gospel music. GospelHotspot.Net is your #1 source for all Gospel on the web. Welcome to Gospel Radio Bringing
you the Best in Ministry and Music In Africa and around the Globe. Gospel Hotspot Radio is pleased to serve the whole body of Christ
our Lord within our listening region. Gospel Hotspot Radio serves its listener Q: What distinguishes southern gospel music from other
forms of gospel music? Harrison: It depends on what aspect of the music you emphasize. Stylistically, southern gospel is actually fairly
eclectic and freely absorbs a lot of adjacent styles (country, pop, black gospel, even jazz and some elements of orchestrations from
classical music), but southern gospel is most well known for close harmony, sung in small ensembles (usually threes or fours).
Historically, this style of singing grew out of the shape-note gospel music movement that flourished in post-Civil War Appalachia.

