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This book is not just a recipe of ideas for teachers to use educational technologies in their classroom. It contains
some powerful pedagogical strategies to encourage teachers to reflect on their own practice when confronted
with the use of these technologies in teaching and learning.
The authors spend some time explaining why this book was written, how it is organised and how to use it going
so far as to say “if we were studying this textbook, we would…..”(p.2) and prescribing a reading approach.
They have defined the work as a textbook and it is targeted at pre-service and in-service teacher education.
Indeed, the work seems to be a self contained course that tries to bring together three aspects of technology use
in education: how instruction is designed, developed and improved; the types and uses of different media formats
– especially the use of the personal computer; and how the design of instruction and media can be integrated to
promote student learning (p.1).
The organisation of the text is very clear using the acronym of PIE representing the model of – planning,
implementing, evaluating – and chapters are grouped around this. It is good to see a text emphasising the
planning aspect of helping teachers to integrate technologies into their teaching and learning programmes as this
is often the part that teachers have difficulty with. There is also a strong focus on learning theories and these
underpin the advice and guidance given in the book.
Given this focus, I find it difficult to understand the use of the term instructional technologies. Because to my
mind, this has connotations of a more didactic approach to teaching and learning. I would have preferred the use
of educational technologies which I feel is more compatible with a learner centered approach. Furthermore, I
wonder why the writers do not use the term teacher as the majority of people who will use this text are almost
certain to be teachers, not instructors. To me, the term learner-centered instruction is an oxymoron.
The inclusion of reflective questions and activities for teachers is a sound feature of this book because only by
teachers engaging in this reflective process will they be able to fully integrate and understand the implications of
using these technologies for student learning. In the Preface, the authors state that these are to “help readers
think about the ramifications and application of many of the principles that are discussed” (p.vi). Examples of
the use of specific technologies in the learner-centered classroom are given and the story of one teacher’s
journey is advanced throughout the book. These features help teachers think in terms of their own experiences
thus aiding the process of transferring theory into practice.
Other features included in the book are Toolboxes. These can be one of three types, tips, tools or techniques and
a useful feature is that they are positioned close to relevant text materials in each chapter. A chapter is devoted
to the evaluation of instructional materials and the assessment of student performance. Here again I have
difficulty with the term instruction. Why not refer these resources as teaching materials? A variety of innovative
assessment techniques such as electronic portfolios, logs and journals, writing samples and interviews, are given
to help teachers evaluate student performance and a whole toolbox is provided that contains advice on the use of
electronic portfolios.
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This book contains valuable advice and guidance for pre-service and in-service teachers regarding the integration
of educational technologies into their teaching and learning programmes. Especially valuable is the emphasis on
learning theories and the use of a variety of pedagogical strategies to encourage reflective practice.
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